
What Life at the World's Margins Can Teach
Us About Our Own Future
In the bustling streets of New York City, it's easy to forget that just a few
blocks away, there are people living in poverty. In the gleaming towers of
London, it's easy to ignore the homeless people sleeping on the streets.
And in the sprawling suburbs of Los Angeles, it's easy to pretend that the
favelas of Rio de Janeiro don't exist.
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But the truth is, these people are all part of our world. They are our
neighbors, our fellow citizens, and our brothers and sisters. And their lives
have something important to teach us about our own future.

In her new book, Life at the World's Margins: Lessons for Our Future,
anthropologist Susan Fainstein explores the lives of people living in poverty
and inequality around the world. She argues that these people are not
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simply victims of circumstance, but rather resourceful and resilient
individuals who have developed innovative strategies for survival.

Fainstein's book is based on her research in three very different
communities: a shantytown in Mumbai, India; a favela in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil; and a trailer park in rural Arkansas, USA. In each of these
communities, she found that people were struggling to make ends meet,
but they were also finding ways to cope with their challenges and to build
better lives for themselves and their families.

For example, in the shantytown in Mumbai, Fainstein met a woman named
Asha who had started a small business selling food from her home. Asha
had no formal education, but she was able to learn how to cook and run a
business by watching her neighbors. She was also able to get a loan from
a local microfinance organization, which helped her to expand her
business.

In the favela in Rio de Janeiro, Fainstein met a young man named Pedro
who had dropped out of school to join a drug gang. Pedro was drawn to the
gang because it offered him a sense of belonging and purpose. But he
eventually realized that the gang was not a good place for him, and he left
to start a new life.

In the trailer park in rural Arkansas, Fainstein met a family who had lost
their home in the Great Recession. The family was struggling to make ends
meet, but they were able to get help from a local church and a social
service agency. The family was also able to find new jobs and to get back
on their feet.



These are just a few of the stories that Fainstein tells in her book. These
stories show that even in the most difficult circumstances, people are
capable of finding ways to survive and to build better lives for themselves
and their families.

Fainstein's book is a timely reminder that we need to pay attention to the
lives of the poor and marginalized. These people have a lot to teach us
about resilience, survival, and the human spirit. And their stories can help
us to build a more just and equitable future for all.

Here are some of the key lessons that we can learn from life at the
world's margins:

People are resourceful and resilient. Even in the most difficult
circumstances, people are capable of finding ways to survive and to
build better lives for themselves and their families.

Community is important. People living in poverty and inequality often
rely on their community for support and assistance. Community
organizations can play a vital role in helping people to overcome their
challenges and to build better lives.

Education is important. Education can help people to improve their
economic opportunities and to build a better future for themselves and
their families.

We need to pay attention to the lives of the poor and
marginalized. These people have a lot to teach us about resilience,
survival, and the human spirit. And their stories can help us to build a
more just and equitable future for all.



Fainstein's book is a powerful and important work that sheds light on the
lives of the poor and marginalized. It is a must-read for anyone who wants
to understand the challenges facing our world today and to build a better
future for all.
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Cold War Fighter Pilot Story: A Captivating Tale
of Courage and Adventure
Enter the Cockpit of a Legendary Era In the heart-pounding pages of
"Cold War Fighter Pilot Story," renowned author and former pilot John
"Maverick"...
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Portrait Of Patron Family Vienna 1900: A
Captivating Journey into Vienna's Golden Age
Vienna, at the turn of the 20th century, was a city pulsating with creativity,
innovation, and cultural exuberance. It was the heart of...
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