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Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America is a captivating historical
work that delves into the intricate relationship between defamation,
religious beliefs, and economic exchanges in the formative years of the
United States. Through meticulous research and engaging storytelling, this
book uncovers the profound impact of slander on individuals, communities,
and institutions during a period marked by religious fervor and rapid
commercial expansion.
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Slander: A Weapon of Social and Economic Control

In early America, slander was not merely a verbal offense but a potent
weapon wielded to control individuals and influence societal norms. This
book examines the various forms of slander, from malicious gossip to false
accusations spread through print, and explores how they were used to
shape reputations, damage livelihoods, and even silence dissent.

Religion: A Crucible for Slander and Sacred Honor
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The religious landscape of early America was a breeding ground for
slander, as faith communities held profound authority in shaping public
opinion. Defamation was often motivated by religious disputes, with
individuals and groups using slander to attack each other's beliefs and
undermine their credibility. This book investigates how religious honor and
the fear of divine retribution shaped the dynamics of slander in colonial
America.

Markets: A Catalyst for Competition and Conflict

The rapid growth of commerce in early America fostered a competitive
environment where slander became a tool for business rivals to discredit
competitors and protect their market share. This book shows how
slanderous accusations could be used to undermine trust, drive down
prices, and even lead to economic ruin for individuals and enterprises.

Case Studies: Unraveling Real-Life Tales of Slander

Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America brings the study of
defamation to life with gripping case studies that illustrate the devastating
consequences of slanderous attacks. These case studies shed light on the
diverse individuals and communities targeted by slander, ranging from
ordinary citizens to prominent religious leaders and successful merchants.

Authors' Expertise: Unparalleled Insights into Early American History

The authors of this book, David Konig and Ira Berlin, are distinguished
historians with decades of research and writing experience in early
American history. Their expertise is evident in the depth of their analysis,
the meticulous use of primary sources, and the engaging narrative style
that draws readers into the world of early America.



Key Themes and Significance:

* The pervasive presence of slander in early America and its multifaceted
role in shaping society. * The intricate relationship between slander,
religion, and markets, and how these forces intersected to amplify the
impact of defamation. * The profound consequences of slander for
individuals, families, businesses, and religious communities. * The ongoing
relevance of slander in contemporary society and its implications for free
speech, reputation, and social justice.

: A Must-Read for Scholars, Students, and History Buffs

Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America is a monumental work that
revolutionizes our understanding of libel and defamation in the foundational
era of the United States. Its comprehensive research, compelling case
studies, and incisive analysis make it an indispensable resource for
scholars, students, and anyone interested in the complex dynamics of early
American history.

Free Download your copy today and embark on a captivating journey
through the hidden world of slander, religion, and markets in early America.
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