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Marjory Stoneman Douglas was a pioneering journalist, conservationist,
and author who dedicated her life to protecting Florida's Everglades. Born
in 1890 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Douglas moved to Florida with her
family as a young child. She developed a deep love for the natural world,
especially the Everglades, which she first visited in 1915.
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Douglas began her career as a journalist for the Miami Herald in 1915. She
quickly rose through the ranks, becoming the paper's first female editor in
1923. Douglas used her position to advocate for the protection of the
Everglades, writing numerous articles and editorials about the importance
of preserving this unique ecosystem.

In 1947, Douglas published her seminal work, "The Everglades: River of
Grass." The book was a critical and commercial success, helping to raise
awareness of the Everglades and the threats it faced. Douglas continued to
write and speak out about the need to protect the Everglades until her
death in 1998.

Early Life and Career

Marjory Stoneman Douglas was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on April 7,
1890. Her father was a Presbyterian minister, and her mother was a writer.
Douglas had a strong interest in nature from a young age, and she spent
much of her childhood exploring the woods and fields near her home.

In 1903, Douglas's family moved to Florida. Douglas quickly fell in love with
the state's natural beauty, and she began writing about the Everglades in
her early teens. In 1915, Douglas started working as a reporter for the
Miami Herald. She quickly became one of the paper's most popular writers,
and she was known for her vivid descriptions of the Everglades and her
passion for its preservation.

Conservation Advocacy

Douglas was a tireless advocate for the protection of the Everglades. She
wrote numerous articles and editorials about the importance of preserving
this unique ecosystem, and she lobbied politicians and government officials



to take action. In 1947, Douglas published her seminal work, "The
Everglades: River of Grass." The book was a critical and commercial
success, and it helped to raise awareness of the Everglades and the
threats it faced.

Douglas continued to write and speak out about the need to protect the
Everglades until her death in 1998. She was instrumental in the
establishment of Everglades National Park in 1947, and she played a key
role in the passage of the Clean Water Act in 1972.

Legacy

Marjory Stoneman Douglas is considered one of the most important
conservationists of the 20th century. Her work helped to raise awareness of
the Everglades and the threats it faced, and she played a key role in the
passage of legislation to protect this unique ecosystem. Douglas's legacy
continues today, as her writings and advocacy continue to inspire people to
protect the environment.

Marjory Stoneman Douglas was a pioneering journalist, conservationist,
and author who dedicated her life to protecting Florida's Everglades. Her
work helped to raise awareness of the importance of preserving this unique
ecosystem, and she played a key role in the passage of legislation to
protect it. Douglas's legacy continues today, as her writings and advocacy
continue to inspire people to protect the environment.
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