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John Whiteside Parsons, a man of extraordinary intellect and enigmatic
pursuits, left an indelible mark on the annals of science and spirituality. As a
brilliant rocket scientist, he played a pivotal role in the development of the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) and the American space program.
However, beyond his scientific brilliance lay a fervent fascination with the
occult, a realm where he sought to unlock the secrets of the universe
through magic, alchemy, and Thelema, the mystical philosophy founded by
Aleister Crowley. This article delves into the multifaceted life of John
Whiteside Parsons, exploring his contributions to science, his engagement
with the occult, and the enduring legacy he left behind.

Early Life and Scientific Accomplishments

John Whiteside Parsons was born in Los Angeles, California, on October 2,
1914. From an early age, he displayed an exceptional aptitude for science
and mathematics. At the California Institute of Technology (Caltech),he
excelled in his studies, graduating with honors in physics and mathematics.
Parsons's scientific career took off when he joined JPL in 1936. He quickly
rose through the ranks, becoming one of the laboratory's leading rocket
engineers. His innovative designs and rigorous testing methods contributed
significantly to the development of early rocket engines and the
advancement of the nascent field of rocketry.

Embrace of the Occult and Thelema

While Parsons's scientific pursuits earned him recognition within the
scientific community, his private life took a decidedly mystical turn. In the
mid-1930s, he stumbled upon the writings of Aleister Crowley, the
enigmatic occultist and founder of Thelema. Parsons became captivated by
Crowley's teachings and joined the Ordo Templi Orientis (OTO),a magical



Free Download founded by Crowley. Within the OTO, Parsons
wholeheartedly embraced Thelema, a philosophy that emphasized the
pursuit of one's True Will and the establishment of a New Aeon, an era of
enlightenment and spiritual awakening.

Magical Experiments and the Babalon Working

Parsons's fascination with the occult manifested in various magical
experiments and rituals. He established an "occult laboratory" in his
Pasadena home, where he conducted alchemical experiments and invoked
spirits from other realms. Parsons's most notorious magical undertaking
was the "Babalon Working," a series of rituals performed in 1946 with the
aim of invoking the Thelemic goddess Babalon and establishing a magical
connection with the forces of chaos and destruction. The Babalon Working
is widely known in occult circles for its alleged manifestations of
supernatural phenomena and its profound impact on Parsons's life and the
history of Thelema.

Troubled Relationships and Legal Battles

Parsons's involvement in the occult and his increasingly unconventional
lifestyle strained his relationships with his colleagues and family. His
marriage to Marjorie Cameron, an artist and fellow occultist, ended in
divorce. Parsons also faced legal troubles due to his alleged involvement in
drug use and the illegal sale of explosives. These scandals led to his
dismissal from JPL in 1944 and brought an abrupt end to his scientific
career.

Later Years and Legacy



After leaving JPL, Parsons continued to pursue his occult interests and
established a laboratory in Mexico City. However, his life was marked by
financial struggles and declining health. John Whiteside Parsons tragically
died in an explosion at his laboratory on June 17, 1952. The circumstances
surrounding his death remain shrouded in mystery, with some speculating
that it was a ritual gone wrong or an act of sabotage by political or occult
enemies.

Despite his untimely death, John Whiteside Parsons's legacy lived on. His
contributions to rocket science laid the foundation for America's successful
space program. His occult pursuits continue to captivate and inspire those
interested in the hidden dimensions of reality, magic, and the pursuit of
spiritual enlightenment. Parsons's life remains a testament to the enduring
fascination with the unknown and the human quest for meaning and
connection in the vast cosmos.

John Whiteside Parsons was a man of contradictions and complexities. A
brilliant scientist who delved into the depths of the occult, he lived a life that
was both extraordinary and enigmatic. His scientific accomplishments, his
devotion to Thelema, and his magical experiments continue to fascinate
and provoke. The legacy of John Whiteside Parsons serves as a reminder
that the boundaries between science, spirituality, and the pursuit of the
unknown are often fluid and that the human spirit is capable of remarkable
achievements and profound experiences that defy easy categorization.
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