Martha Graham and the Cold War: Dance as a
Weapon of Cultural Diplomacy

By Jennifer Homans

Martha Graham was one of the most important and influential dancers of
the 20th century. Her work is known for its expressive power, its innovative
use of movement, and its exploration of complex human emaotions.
Graham's dances have been performed all over the world, and she has
been hailed as a pioneer of modern dance.

Less well known is Graham's role in the Cold War. During the Cold War, the
United States and the Soviet Union were engaged in a fierce ideological
battle for global supremacy. Both countries used cultural diplomacy as a
way to promote their values and ideals abroad. And Martha Graham was
one of the most effective cultural diplomats of her time.
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Graham's first tour to the Soviet Union was in 1955. The tour was a huge
success, and Graham's dances were praised by Soviet audiences and
critics alike. Graham's performances in the Soviet Union helped to thaw
relations between the two countries, and her work was seen as a symbol of
American openness and tolerance.

Graham continued to tour the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe throughout
the Cold War. Her dances were always well received, and she helped to
build bridges between the United States and the communist bloc. In 1973,
Graham became the first American artist to perform in China since the
Communist Revolution. Her performances in China were a major diplomatic
breakthrough, and they helped to pave the way for improved relations
between the two countries.

Martha Graham's work as a cultural diplomat was not without its critics.
Some people accused her of being a tool of the American government.
Others said that her dances were too abstract and difficult to understand.
But Graham never wavered in her belief that dance could be a powerful
force for good. She believed that dance could transcend political and
cultural barriers, and that it could help to bring people together.

Martha Graham's legacy is complex and enduring. She was a brilliant
dancer and choreographer, and her work continues to inspire dancers and
audiences around the world. She was also a tireless advocate for cultural
diplomacy, and her work helped to bridge the gap between the United
States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Martha Graham was a
true pioneer, and her work continues to have a profound impact on the
world today.
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