Legendary Locals of Gallup: Michael Korda

Gallup, New Mexico is a town with a rich history and culture, and its people
are no exception. One of the most notable figures in Gallup's history is
Michael Korda, a renowned author, publisher, and editor. Korda's
contributions to the world of literature and publishing are numerous, and his
legacy continues to inspire aspiring writers and editors alike.

Early Life and Career

Michael Korda was born in London, England, in 1933. His father, Sir John
Korda, was a Czech-born film director and producer, and his mother,
Margaret Korda, was a Hungarian-born actress. Korda's early childhood
was spent in Europe, but his family relocated to the United States in 1939.

Korda attended Harvard University, where he studied English literature.
After graduating from Harvard, Korda served in the United States Army.
Following his military service, Korda began his career in publishing as an
editor at Simon & Schuster.
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Rise to Prominence

Korda quickly rose through the ranks at Simon & Schuster, and in 1972, he
was named president and editor-in-chief of the company. Under Korda's
leadership, Simon & Schuster became one of the most successful
publishing houses in the world. Korda published a wide range of authors,
including Jackie Collins, Danielle Steel, and Stephen King.

In addition to his work as a publisher, Korda also wrote several books of his
own. His most famous book, "Power: How to Get It, How to Use It," was
published in 1975 and became a national bestseller. Korda's other books
include "Charmed Lives," "With Wings Like Eagles," and "The Fortune."

Legacy

Michael Korda died in 2019 at the age of 86. He left behind a legacy of
literary excellence and publishing success. Korda's books have sold
millions of copies worldwide, and he is considered one of the most
influential figures in the publishing industry.

Korda's contributions to Gallup are also significant. He was a major
supporter of the Gallup Arts Alliance, and he helped to establish the Gallup
Literary Festival. Korda's legacy continues to inspire aspiring writers and
editors in Gallup and around the world.

Michael Korda was a true literary giant. His contributions to the world of
literature and publishing are immeasurable. Korda's legacy will continue to
inspire aspiring writers and editors for generations to come.
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