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About the Book

Bull Run by Paul Fleischman is a critically acclaimed historical novel that
brings the American Civil War to life. Set in the summer of 1861, the novel
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follows the experiences of Union and Confederate soldiers as they prepare
for their first major battle. Fleischman's vivid prose and meticulous research
create a powerful and immersive reading experience that will stay with you
long after you finish the book.

Bull Run was published in 1993 and won the Newbery Medal for excellence
in children's literature. It has been praised by critics for its historical
accuracy, its compelling characters, and its ability to make the past feel
present.
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Plot Summary

Bull Run opens in the summer of 1861, as the Union and Confederate
armies are poised to clash in their first major battle. The novel follows the
experiences of a group of young soldiers from both sides as they prepare
for the battle and face the horrors of war.

Among the Union soldiers is Matt, a young drummer boy who is eager to
prove himself in battle. He is joined by his friend Billy, a shy and gentle boy
who is reluctant to fight. On the Confederate side, there is Rutledge, a
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proud and headstrong young man who is determined to defend his
homeland. He is joined by his friend Jed, a quiet and thoughtful boy who is
haunted by the horrors of war.

As the soldiers prepare for battle, they begin to question their reasons for
fighting. They realize that the war is not as simple as they had been led to
believe, and that there is no easy victory to be had. In the end, the Battle of
Bull Run is a bloody and costly affair, and the young soldiers who fought in
it are forever changed.

Characters

Bull Run features a cast of memorable and complex characters, each of
whom brings a unique perspective to the story.

Matt is a young drummer boy who is eager to prove himself in battle.
He is a brave and loyal friend, but he is also naive and impulsive.

Billy is a shy and gentle boy who is reluctant to fight. He is a kind and
compassionate friend, but he is also haunted by the horrors of war.

Rutledge is a proud and headstrong young man who is determined to
defend his homeland. He is a brave and skilled soldier, but he is also
arrogant and reckless.

Jed is a quiet and thoughtful boy who is haunted by the horrors of war.
He is a compassionate and caring friend, but he is also deeply
pessimistic about the future.

Themes

Bull Run explores a number of important themes, including:



The horrors of war: Fleischman does not shy away from the brutality
and carnage of war. He shows the reader the physical and
psychological toll that war takes on both soldiers and civilians.

The complexity of war: Fleischman shows that war is not a simple
matter of good versus evil. There are no easy answers, and the
choices that people make during wartime are often difficult and morally
ambiguous.

The power of friendship: In the midst of war, friendship can provide
solace and support. It can help people to overcome their fears and to
find the strength to keep going.

Critical Reception

Bull Run has received widespread critical acclaim. It was awarded the
Newbery Medal for excellence in children's literature, and it has been
praised by critics for its historical accuracy, its compelling characters, and
its ability to make the past feel present.

Here are some excerpts from critical reviews:

“"Bull Run is a powerful and moving novel that brings the
American Civil War to life. Fleischman's vivid prose and
meticulous research create a rich and immersive reading
experience that will stay with you long after you finish the
book."
—The New York Times”



“"Bull Run is a masterpiece of historical fiction. Fleischman
has created a cast of unforgettable characters and a story that
is both heartbreaking and inspiring."
—The Washington Post”

“"Bull Run is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand
the American Civil War. Fleischman's novel is a powerful and
moving account of the war's first major battle."
—The Horn Book Magazine”

Bull Run by Paul Fleischman is an essential read for anyone who is
interested in the American Civil War, historical fiction, or simply a great
story. Fleischman's vivid prose and meticulous research bring the war to
life, and his compelling characters will stay with you long after you finish the
book.

If you are looking for a book that will challenge you, move you, and make
you think, then Bull Run is the book for you.
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